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Former resident big on Berne:
Contributes to the clock tower 

By Nancy Brown
Wayne Bauer spent his boyhood in Berne, but when he grew up, he left his hometown to pursue a career as a lineman. He attended Southeastern Bible College in Lakeland, Fla., and now lives in San Diego, Calif.

Bauer is a journeyman and foreman with the San Diego Gas and Electric Company, which serves 3.3 million customers in San Diego and southern Orange counties. The utility company’s area spans 4,100 square miles.
Doris Bauer, Wayne’s wife, was born and raised in the Philippines. She became a registered nurse in her home country, and when she relocated to the United States, she returned to college and earned a bachelor’s degree in nursing. She is now the director of patient care services for the San Diego branch of Crescent Healthcare Inc., provider of intravenous home therapy.

Over the past 20 years, Wayne and Doris have returned to Berne on a few occasions. During their most recent trip, they sold the home that belonged to Wayne’s mother, Dollie Miller Bauer, and his grandfather, Harrison Miller. But they retained a few acres in order to leave open the possibility of returning to Berne in the future.
“I have a lot of good memories from here,” said Wayne. “We used to hitchhike to Pine Lake, and we collected baseball cards that today would be worth a fortune. Being a kid in Berne was great fun.” 
Before Wayne and his family moved to the farm on County Road 500 South, they lived in an upstairs apartment above the First Bank of Berne. He remembers watching the snow drifting down and the Christmas lights being strung along Main Street.
“Last week we stopped at the Palmer House, and there were some of the kids I grew up with—what a great feeling,” said Wayne. “You just don’t see that kind of thing in the city, and now that I’ve been away for several years, it’s nice to come back and see all of my friends and remember my years growing up in Berne.”
Wayne and his wife have been successful in their careers and have lived in a number of places. Theirs is one of many success stories from people who grew up in Berne, and Wayne said it is probably because Berne stresses education and success. 

“I think it goes back to our European and Swiss roots. There is a strong work ethic and a firm religious foundation, and the longer I’m away, the more stories and memories come back about growing up in Berne, and the more I appreciate them and enjoy talking about them.”

Doris was raised with similar values and also enjoys visiting the town where her husband was raised. “This town is nice to come to,” she said. “The other day we visited our first Amish home, and the family was very hospitable. I remember the first time I came here—I had never seen such a thing—it was very interesting.”
The Bauers want to help preserve the unique qualities of Berne. Wayne said he remembers the 1952 centennial and the bronze clock tower replica his grandfather had. He said, “I’m for anything that will help the town, and I think the clock tower will be good for business.”

Doris said, “I applaud your effort to revitalize the economy here. I think the clock tower will help and will bring more businesses.”

Wayne recounted numerous stories about high school sports, favorite teachers, Berne businesses and friends. His excitement is contagious, and his desire to promote a prosperous future for Berne is evident.

“You just don’t have these kinds of memories living in a big city. Kids living there are missing out on a great thing. As for me, I’m really glad I grew up in Berne.”
The Muensterberg Plaza and Clock Tower project will be funded entirely by private donations, with no money coming from tax dollars. Local residents, businesses and Berne alumni, like Wayne, have contributed nearly $1.8 million dollars toward the project. Additional pledges can be made through the clock tower Web site at www.berneclocktower.org, or by calling (260) 589-3139. 

