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Elkhart Products supports the Berne clock tower project
BERNE, Ind.—Elkhart Products Corporation has announced that it will support the Muensterberg Plaza and Clock Tower project with a $12,000 donation. Pictured above from the left are Dave Burson, who is shown receiving the pledge as a representative of the industrial division of the clock tower committee; James E. Stone, head of operations management for the Geneva industrial division of Elkhart Products; and Nancy Brown, public relations coordinator for the clock tower project.
Elkhart Products began in 1940 as a small manufacturer of screw machine products, and has built a reputation for quality products in two major divisions—an industrial division in Geneva and a plumbing division in Elkhart. 

The company expanded in the 1950s to become a fabricator of copper and aluminum tubular components. Today EPC is part of Aalberts Industries and is recognized as a versatile supplier of custom fabricated tubular products to manufacturers in several industries, including automotive and air conditioning and refrigeration. It employs more than 275 workers, with the Geneva work force now at about 140 employees.
EPC is currently launching a new product, a solderless plumbing fitting. The fitting is already being sold in Europe and will now be available in the United States through EPC. Additional information about the company and its products is available from the Web site at www.elkhartproducts.com.

In making the donation to the clock tower project, Stone said, “I visit Berne almost every day, and I think the clock tower will draw sightseers, which will ultimately help the local economy.” He went on to say, “As a member of the Berne Chamber of Commerce, EPC always tries to support the area, and some of us here at EPC think the clock tower will be a beautiful draw.”

Berne and Geneva, like small towns across America, are faced with the challenge of an increasingly global economy. Thomas Friedman’s book, The World is Flat, released in 2005, says that in order to be globally competitive, “Americans need to capitalize on the great strengths we have.” 
With the creation of the clock tower, Berne and Adams County residents are capitalizing on their established Swiss brand, and with its donation, EPC is helping to move the community closer to the completion of its dream.

 “We appreciate the support EPC has given to the Berne community, both in being a member of the Chamber of Commerce, and in contributing generously to the clock tower project,” said Jim Beitler, project co-chairman. 

Private donations, which have been received from businesses like EPC and from dozens of alumni and individuals, have taken the Muensterberg Plaza and Clock Tower project to the half-way point in funding. Pledges have been received from more than 100 donors from the agricultural community, retailers, industry, senior citizens, professionals and contributors at the international level. Additional donations have been received from interested individuals from outside of the community—many from outside of the state.
To learn more about the clock tower project, visit the Web site at www.berneclocktower.org.  Contributions can be mailed to the Berne Community Development Corporation at P.O. Box 27, Berne, IN 46711.
