ERV INNIGER LENDS SUPPORT TO THE MUENSTERBERG PLAZA AND CLOCK TOWER
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Erv Inniger lends support to the
Muensterberg Plaza and Clock Tower
BERNE, Ind.—Erv Inniger, Senior Associate Athletic Director for Development at North Dakota State University and a former resident of Berne, is lending his support to the city’s Muensterberg Plaza and Clock Tower project. 
Inniger’s basketball career began in the local school gymnasium, and advanced to the college campus and on to the American Basketball Association. He served as NDSU’s head basketball coach from1978 until 1992, and before that was head basketball coach at Augsburg College in Minneapolis, Minn., and Golden Valley Lutheran College in Minneapolis. During his successful 23-year coaching career, he compiled a 409-224 record. 
On the court, he played for Indiana University as a guard, and after graduation, played professionally in the ABA for the Minnesota Muskies and the Miami Floridians. 
Inniger has received a number of prestigious awards, including the Service to Mankind Award, the Doctor of Service Award, the Jefferson Award and Friends of Family award. He was named the NAADD College Division Fund Raiser of the Year, and was inducted into the North Dakota State University Hall of Fame.  
With all of his successes, Inniger still maintains close, personal ties with his hometown. During a three-week trip to Europe earlier this year, he and his wife, Linda, visited Bern, Switzerland to talk with the city’s mayor about plans to build a clock tower in Berne that will be a replica of the historic Bern clock tower.

“This trip was a mission for me,” he said. “First, I wanted to see my heritage, which I consider the opportunity of a lifetime. Next, I wanted to promote Berne’s clock tower.”

Alexander Tschappat, mayor of the capital city of Bern, met with the Innigers to hear a presentation about the project. He watched a promotional DVD and listened with interest to plans that call for the construction of a replica of his town’s clock tower.
Immediately after their visit with Mayor Tschappat, the Innigers spoke with the former mayor, Klaus Baumgartner, who visited the city of Berne during its Sesquicentennial. He was genuinely interested in the town’s desire to link with its past, and hopes that his city will assist in financing the tower’s construction.
The Berne Community Development Corporation (CDC) and the clock tower steering committee hope Inniger’s visit will generate international interest. The Swiss clock tower has been a tourist attraction for centuries, and the committee feels that Berne’s tower will also become famous, and that it will stimulate tourism and boost the local economy. 
“We want to honor our Swiss heritage and the values of our ancestors,” said Jim Beitler, steering committee co-chairman. “We also believe that the clock tower will further establish Berne as a unique destination and strengthen our economic base.”
Inniger said, “Berne’s efforts to stay connected to its history take a lot of effort, but it’s worth it.” He went on to say, “Most people will never have the opportunity to travel to Switzerland like I did, but building a replica clock tower will give them a chance to connect with their Swiss heritage too.”

The Muensterberg Plaza and Clock Tower promises to be a towering symbol of the town’s timeless values, such as faith, courage, opportunity, optimism and willingness to work. It will create an enduring legacy that will strengthen Berne’s economy and bring stability to the future by linking to traditions of the past.

To learn more about the Muensterberg Plaza and Clock Tower, visit the Web site at www.berneclocktower.org.

