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Upland consultant lends leadership 
to the Berne clock tower campaign
BERNE, Ind.—Wesley Rediger, founder of the Rediger Taylor Group (LLC), has been named the consultant for the Muensterberg Plaza and Clock Tower project by the Berne Community Development Corporation (CDC).

Rediger has been a consultant for missions and human services organizations in major metropolitan areas, including Philadelphia and Indianapolis. He has also worked with international ministries based in Europe and the Caribbean. 

Prior to founding the LLC, he served as vice president of development at Huntington College. He was also director of student life at Eastern Mennonite University in Virginia, and area director with Youth for Christ in Long Island, NY.

A recent LLC client, Wells County Revitalization, Inc., raised over $2.5 million in six months toward building the Wells County Creative Arts, Commerce and Visitors Center, which is located along the river in downtown Bluffton, Ind. 

Rediger has been working with the Muensterberg Plaza and Clock Tower steering committee for several months, and has been instrumental in lending guidance to the group’s campaign to fund the building of a replica of the famous Bern, Switzerland clock tower. 

“The Muensterberg Plaza and Clock Tower project is an historic turning-point for Berne,” said Rediger, “because it honors the past—the timeless values of the original settlers—and it creates a vibrant and prosperous future. It sounds audacious, but it puts Berne in the spotlight on the world stage.”

The Berne CDC was organized in 2002 to assist in the ongoing development and beautification of Berne, both in the downtown area and along the US 27 business stretch. The group’s goal is to make Berne, “a community of distinction and charm,” and the clock tower is the means by which it hopes to achieve that goal.
Besides linking Berne to its historic past, the Muensterberg Plaza and Clock Tower will improve the economy of Berne. According to steering committee co-chairman Jim Beitler, “We need to distinguish our town from other surrounding towns in order to attract economic growth that will benefit current and future generations.”
“We’re building a new future for Berne,” said Rediger. “With industry leaving Berne, the kind of economy that worked up to this point won’t take us into the future.”

When asked about his ties to the community, Rediger said, “I still remember attending a performance of the Messiah at First Mennonite Church, and visiting in Freeman and Mary Kay Burkholder’s home 40 years ago. Those are great memories.”
Rediger lives in Upland, Ind., where his wife, JoAnn, serves on the music faculty of Taylor University and directs the University Chorale. The couple has a daughter, Andrea, who is a veterinarian in Springfield, Ill., and a son, James, who is a small business development specialist with the Fort Wayne Chamber of Commerce.
To learn more about the Muensterberg Plaza and Clock Tower, visit the Web site at www.berneclocktower.org.
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